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Angels & Demons 
(PG-13)

Tom Hanks and some 
tamer hair go on a scavenger 
hunt through Rome in 

Angels & Demons, the giddy 
prequel/sequel/whatever to 
The Da Vinci Code.

Technically, Angels & Demons 
the book came out before The Da 
Vinci Code the book. The movie 

let�s you have it either way � Rob-
ert Langdon (Hanks) could be a 
symbologist who most recently 
tangled with the Catholic Church 
about the whole Jesus�-secret-fam-
ily issue or he simply could have 

cheesed them with his pestering 
requests to dig through their library 
of priceless texts to research his not-
entirely-church-friendly academic 
works. Either way, the Vatican and 
its many accented and somberly 
dressed investigators turn to him 
after a scientist priest is killed, his 
dangerous invention is stolen, and 
four cardinals (of whom one is like-
ly to replace the recently deceased 
pope) are kidnapped from Vatican 
City. These crimes are connect-
ed by a threatening letter which 
� chockablock with references to 
various historic locations and ye 
olden feuds � explains in meta-
phor that it will kill the kidnapped 
cardinals one by one over the next 
few hours and then destroy Vatican 
City once and for all at midnight.

And how? Anti-matter, my 
friends. A oozy little blob of anti-
matter. (Spock really needs to keep 
better track of that stuff.)

Because a pretty dark-eyed 
smarty-pants must always accompa-
ny Langdon on these investigations, 

Vittoria Vetra (Ayelet Zurer), partner 
to the dead scientist, plays doubles 
with Langdon in the game of who-
can-spot-the-ancient-symbol. As 
with any good oddball procedural 
� House, Fringe, The Closer � 
the first guess about where or who 
is always a little off and the powers 
that be drag their feet in recognizing 
the brilliance of our unconventional 
team. The villainy here is attribut-
ed to the Illuminati, delivering a 
destructive tag-back centuries after 
the Church murdered many of its 
members.

Criticizing the nonsensical plot 
points and over-heated dialogue 
that fill this beach-read of a mov-
ie seems unnecessarily scoldy, like 
someone who spends the first nice 
day of summer lecturing people 
about the evils of water bottles and 
the dangers of skin cancer. Sure, 
there are some �serious� moments 
when instead of thinking �oooo, 
unexpected twist!� I chuckled. 
And, OK, Armin Mueller-Stahl�s 
performance � as one of the cardi-
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REVIEWS BY AMY DIAZFILM
In theaters Friday, May 15
� Angels & Demons (PG-13, wide release)
� The Brothers Bloom (PG-13, limited 
release)

� Big Man Japan (PG-13, limited release)
� The Big Shot-Caller (limited release)
� Daytime Drinking (limited release)
� Management (R, limited release)

� O�Horten (PG-13, limited release)

In theaters Wednesday, May 20
� Burma VJ (limited release)

Reviewlets: Snack-sized movie reviews
* Indicates a movie worth 
seeking out. Previously 
reviewed movies have 
grades. For full reviews of 
most movies here or movies 
previously released, go to 
www.hippopress.com.

*Adventureland (R)
Kristen Stewart, Jesse Eisenberg.
A lit major discovers that fancy 
book learning is no match for 
the soul-crushing nature of 
actual life in this darling, funny 
and wonderfully soundtracked 
movie about post-college life 
circa 1987. A-

Battle for Terra (PG)
Luke Wilson, Amanda Peet.
Surviving earthlings travel for 
space in search of a new home in 
this dully and teachy (but pretty 
looking) animated sci-fi. C

Bedtime Stories (PG)
Adam Sandler, Keri Russell.
A yawn-inducing family 
comedy, Bedtime Stories gives 
you Sandler doing funny voices 
and trading goofy faces with a 
CGI-enhanced hamster in this 
story of a man who finds his 
niece and nephew�s fairy tales 
coming true in his real life. C

*Crank: High Voltage (R)
Jason Statham, Amy Smart.
The bullet-headed, chest-baring 
Statham is back as Chev Chelios 
and yet again he has only an 
hour to live or something (this 
time, his heart has been replaced 
with a battery-operated version 

that needs constant recharging 
� for the record, this is not 
the exaggerate-y part of the 
reviewlett). C+

Duplicity (PG-13)
Julia Roberts, Clive Owen.
The sexily gruff Owen and the 
comebacky Julia Roberts play 
former spies working together to 
make a big score. And to flirt. B

*Earth (B)
Baby animals occasionally get 
eaten, occasionally have fun 
romps in the snow in this view 
of our wild planet. B

*Fast & Furious (PG-13)
Vin Diesel, Paul Walker.
As the ad says, new model, 
original parts. Zoom, ker-
blam! C+

*Fighting (PG-13)
Channing Tatum, Terrence 
Howard.
Fighting. With a little crime and 
romance thrown in for fun. B-

Ghosts of Girlfriends Past 
(PG-13)
Jennifer Garner, Matthew 
McConaughey.
Apparently, the powers that 
be thought we needed another 
Matthew McConaughey 
rom-com. In this one, a love-
�em-and-leave-�em type learns 
the true meaning of blah-blah-
whatever after being visited, 
A Christmas Carol-style, by 
girlfriends past. D+

Hannah Montana: The Movie 
(G)
Cyruses, Miley and Billy Ray.
Not to be confused with the 
concert film from a while 
back, this movie is about the 
Hannah Montana/Miley Stewart 
character from the TV show. 
Oh, and about making lots of 
money. C

The Haunting in Connecticut 
(PG-13)
Virginia Madsen, Elias Koteas.
Let�s all pause for a moment to 
reflect on the talented Virginia 
Madsen before we plunge into 
this horror story where she is the 
mom to a family tormented by 
spookiness in their new house. C-

He�s Just Not That Into You 
(PG-13)
Ben Affleck, Gennifer Goodwin.
Plus Jennifers Aniston and 
Connelly, Drew Barrymore, 
Scarlett Johansson, Justin Long, 
etc. in this movie based on a 
book based on a line from Sex 
and the City. Was pithier in its 
original one-line form. B-

*I Love You, Man (R)
Paul Rudd, Jason Segel.
Bromance, Paul Rudd � who 
can say no? Like any good rom-
com (brom-com?), I Love You, 
Man has Rudd searching for the 
heterosexual man of his equally 
heterosexual dreams when 
he realizes that he�s been so 
concentrated on girlfriends that 
he�s never had any time to make 
dude friends. B+

Monsters vs. Aliens (PG)
Reese Witherspoon, Hugh Laurie.
Perhaps you�ve heard from one 
of the 90 jillion commercials 
or stunty promotional pieces, 
but this movie is in 3-D (and, 
if you�ve got some extra cash, 
IMAX 3-D). Earth-native 
monsters (including a woman 
who grows to giant size on her 
wedding day) are called in by 
the government to fight conquer-
happy aliens. C+

Next Day Air (R)
Mike Epps, Donald Faison.
A delivery man leaves a box full 
of cocaine at the wrong door. 
Wackiness ensues. C-

Observe and Report (R)
Seth Rogen, Anna Faris.
Written and directed by Jody 
Hill (of The Foot Fist Way, a 
movie lots of people who are 
not me fell all over themselves 
to praise from last summer), this 
comedy focuses on Seth Rogen, 
security guard, and his attempt 
to find love and a sense of pride 
at the mall. Equal parts �ha ha 
heh� and �yikes, what�s wrong 
with him.� C

Obsessed (PG-13)
Ali Later, Beyonce Knowles.
And they�re both fighting over 
Idris Elba (the new head of 
Scranton�s Dunder Mifflin or 
the late Stringer Bell, depending 
on whether you�re more NBC 
or HBO). Is it immature to yell 
�cat fight�? The movie�s last 

20 minutes where Beyonce 
becomes a bad ass get a cheesy 
fun B- but for the movie as a 
whole it�s a C-.

17 Again (PG-13)
Zac Efron, Matthew Perry.
Matthew Perry wishes to a 
carnival arcade fortune teller 
to be small (or something like 
that) and goes from a sad-sack 
40something to Zac Efron, 17 
and in high school with his 
kids. Sitcomy entertainment 
is improved by Efron�s weird 
charm and the talent of 
supporting characters (including 
Leslie Mann). B-

*Slumdog Millionaire (R)
Dev Patel, Anil Kapoor.
A boy raised in the worst 
poverty of Mumbai finds 
himself on the brink of winning 
20 million rupees on India�s 
Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? 
in this fascinating and delightful 
movie from Danny Boyle. B+

The Soloist (PG-13)
Robert Downey Jr., Jamie Foxx
A newspaper reporter writes 
a column about and then 
starts up a friendship with a 
schizophrenic man who once 
had the potential to be a great 
musician. B 

*Star Trek (PG-13)
Chris Pine, Zachary Quinto.
The gang � Kirk, Spock, Sulu, 
Uhura, et al � unite for this 
reboot of the franchise from 
one Mr. J.J. Abrams. It�s fun to 

see the original Trek characters 
again but it�s even more fun to 
live through the adventure. A

State of Play (PG-13)
Russell Crowe, Ben Affleck.
It�s another one of those movies 
where reporters look like 
Russell Crowe (we don�t, not on 
his most rumpled out-of-shape 
day do we, as a profession, 
look that together) and run 
around uncovering government 
conspiracy. It�s also the kind of 
movie where congressmen look 
like Ben Affleck, which, if they 
did, would make C-SPAN a lot 
more popular. C+

*Watchmen (R)
Patrick Wilson, Billy Crudup.
Stylishly scored, beautiful 
looking, this comic-book-
adaptation is dark and lovely. 
A gang of out-of-favor 
superheroes (most not so super, 
except in the being-screwed-up 
department) unravel their stories 
around the death of one masked 
hero and the threat of nuclear 
war. B+

X-Men Origins: Wolverine 
(PG-13)
Hugh Jackman, Liev Schreiber.
How did Wolverine become 
such an awesome combination 
of razor-sharp claws and 
attitude? Here�s how. C+
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well, you can�t keep it a secret.�

The move to standardize education 
was largely due to a governmen-
tal need for accountability. Since 
the state government provides mon-
ey directly to school districts now, 
it needs to be able to hold schools 
accountable. Enter standardized tests 
that at least to some extent measure 
academic success. 

No Child Left Behind is the spoon 
that stirs the drink when it comes to 
testing. Former President George W. 
Bush�s legislation calls for all schools 
nationwide to meet pre-determined 
standards through testing. That�s 
where the NECAP comes from. Each 
state, save the ones using NECAP, has 
its own standardized test. States can 
voluntarily take part in the federal test-
ing program, and so far results have 
shown �incredible variability� in how 
state tests correlate with the national 
assessment. Still, the penalties at the 
federal level for not achieving Ade-
quate Yearly Progress (AYP) are all 
the same, despite each state having its 
own measure, Richardson said. 

Along with instituting standard-
ized tests nationwide, No Child Left 
Behind requires states to establish 
timelines for AYP on tests. For school 
districts that don�t demonstrate AYP, 
there are governmental intervention 
programs in place to help create fur-
ther progress, mostly in the form of 
remediation. 

Depending on how they�re applied, 
officials say standardized tests can 
give teachers a solid look at how well 
lessons are being absorbed or how to 
plan curriculum for the future. But 
they�re still just a snapshot.

Districts and communities that 
have under-performing students are 
labeled �districts in need of improve-
ment,� Staub said. That title carries 
with it some extra state funding to 
help schools turn things around. But 
sometimes, and this appears to be so 
in Manchester (which is a district in 
need of improvement), the state aid 
doesn�t become additional dollars for 
the school system. In past years city 
officials have used the extra funding 
to make up for money that otherwise 
would have come from the city�s gen-
eral fund (and during one year used 
the extra dollars to decrease taxes). 
The result is that schools get level 
funded � and maintaining the status 
quo doesn�t present any opportunity 
for progress, Staub argued. 

�It�s pretty disingenuous,� Staub 
said. �Especially when we�re a dis-
trict in need of improvement. I think 
the state might be getting a little fed 
up with us.�

Level funding doesn�t appear to real-
ly keep things at the status quo anyway, 
since Manchester�s per-pupil expendi-
tures seem to keep moving away from 
state averages. The district was about 
$900 short of the average a few years 
ago, then, with the help of state fund-
ing, it cut that to $700 short. Now, it�s 
about $2,000 short on average. 

�There�s no return on the status 
quo,� Staub said. 

School districts that spend near the 

$11,135 state average for per pupil 
dollars have varying test scores. Wind-
ham spends $10,917 per student and 
its students scored well, 85 percent 
proficient in reading and 83 percent in 
reading. Merrimack spends $11,182 
per student and students came in at 77 
percent proficient in reading and 68 
percent proficient in math. Spending 
at $11,125 per student, Mount Vernon 
students scored at 76 percent and 71 
percent. Derry, spending at $10,977 
per student, saw its students score 74 
percent and 71 percent. In Milford, 
which spends $10,932 per student, 
students scored 74 percent proficient 
in reading and 66 percent proficient 
in math. Bedford is slightly below 
the state average and its students have 
those 90 percent proficient in reading 
and 86 proficient in math scores.

What the tests 
don’t show

Middleton said it�s certainly pos-
sible to have a school with students 
scoring poorly on standardized tests 
but doing well in other important 
areas, such as social development or 
in extracurricular programs. In that 
sense, Middleton says it can be more 
important to see how students prog-
ress through school, rather than focus 
on end result test scores. 

The state legislature is currently 
looking at a bill on educational ade-
quacy, which would take more into 
account than just standardized tests, 
such as attendance, Richardson said. 

Middleton said tests are a useful 
tool for planning future curricula and 
making sure a current curriculum is 
working. But it�s not as simple as just 
figuring out who scored well and who 
didn�t; it�s also about whose scores 
are improving over time. He said not 
everyone starts at the same point in 
terms of their education. Maybe some 
low scoring students didn�t have any 
preschool preparation, maybe their 
parents didn�t speak English or may-
be they simply weren�t at the same 
reading level as higher scoring stu-

dents when they entered school. 
Staub said Manchester has started 

testing students for kindergarten readi-
ness and they�re finding a gap between 
students who attended some form of 
preschool and students who don�t. That 
meshes with Middleton�s point that stu-
dents don�t all start at the same point 
and don�t develop at the same rate. 

�We can�t change out the kids in 
the classroom,� Staub said. �We can�t 
replace them with kids from Bedford. 
We need to have teachers who are 
trained to be able to work with those 
kids. It is possible.�

But if administrators could sim-
ply switch Manchester students with 
Bedford students or Concord stu-
dents or Nashua students, would test 
scores remain the same from school 
to school? In other words, would the 
Bedford students, now in Manchester, 
score the same on tests in Manches-
ter as they would have in Bedford?  
There�s no easy answer to that, but 
officials say it gets to the idea that 
there�s a lot more going on at schools 
than a test can measure.  

So while Bedford�s high school stu-
dents score better on the NECAP than 
Manchester high school students, 
that doesn�t fully measure students� 
success during their entire academic 
career. Scores don�t reflect the cultur-
al and language barriers, apparent in 
Manchester and Nashua, that likely 
impact test scores and academic suc-
cess in general. 

Beyond testing
�As a former principal, if everyone 

is at the 100th percentile but they�re 
all hating school, I�m not happy with 
that,� Richardson said. �There must 
be issues we need to look at.�

But test scores are measurable, and 
in terms of government and policy at 
the very least, that makes them impor-
tant, even if it only provides one piece 
of information. Middleton likened 
test scores to speeding tickets. People 
wouldn�t solely base their impres-
sion of a community on how many 

speeding tickets are issued there, but 
it could still be useful information. 

The well-known problem with test 
scores is that they measure only what 
they test, which in New Hampshire is 
math, reading and in the upper grades 
science. The state lists six curriculum 
frameworks on its Web site (math, 
English and language arts, science, 
arts, social studies and world lan-
guages) yet standardized tests cover 
only three to four of the areas (math, 
reading, writing and science).

DeMitchell added a saying that he 
said educators believe to be reality: 
�That which gets measured, gets done.� 
He says studies have proven that testing 
reduces curriculum. �The seven that are 
important don�t always manifest them-
selves in some kind of test.� 

Tests can be designed in two ways, 
formative and summative. Summa-
tive tests measure what students know 
at the end of instruction, while forma-
tive tests are used to plan curriculum 
for the future. While there is merit in 
summative tests, they don�t help any-
one learn. Formative assessments do, 

Richardson said. 
�If you have cows and you want 

them to gain weight, you don�t weigh 
them, you feed them,� Richardson said. 

So it�s finding the right combina-
tion of summative and formative that 
matters. Summative tests can help 
teachers be sure their students are 
learning what they�re supposed to. 

Richardson said educators need to 
know the purpose of an assessment, 
the method for meeting the purpose, 
whether the method is appropriate 
and what the evaluation criteria are. 
A state recently wanted to use the 
SAT to evaluate teachers. He said it 
was never designed for that purpose. 
The only students taking the test are 
the ones planning to go to college, 
so right off the bat the test neglects a 
whole segment of the population. 

�We never will come up with the 
perfect test with no error,� Richard-
son said. �They can help us make 
informed decisions, but they�re not 
the be-all end-all.�

High School Dropout Rates, 2007-2008 school year

All statistics from state Department of Education Web site
School 4-year Dropout Rate (%)

Manchester (District Total) 17.9

Concord High School 11.0

Alvirne High School 10.9

Goffstown High School 9.9

Merrimack Valley High School 8.3

Pelham High School 7.8

Campbell High School 7.3

Milford High School 7.2

Pembroke Academy 7.1

Nashua (District total) 7.0

Merrimack High School 6.7

Souhegan Cooperative High School 5.7

Salem High School 5.5

Hopkinton High School 4.4

Bow High School 3.6

Londonderry Senior High School 3.2

Hollis-Brookline High School 1.7

Bedford High School 0.0

Test Scores, 2008-2009 school year
Reading and math scores reflect the percentages of students in a given 
district who scored at least proficient on the NECAP. All scores used are 
from the “Teaching Year,” in which students receive instruction prior to 
the test being administered in the fall. Districts are listed in order of  math 
score, which are nearly always the lower of the two scores.
District Reading Math

Hollis* 88 88

Bedford 90 86

Windham* 85 83

Hampstead* 87 82

Amherst** 86 82

Auburn* 83 82

New Boston* 82 81

Chester* 78 79

Dunbarton* 84 78

Bow 85 77

Brookline* 86 76

Hooksett** 81 74

Hopkinton 84 73

Chichester* 80 72

Mont Vernon* 76 71

Derry** 74 71

Merrimack 77 68

Salem 77 68

Litchfield 78 67

Candia* 75 67

Concord 72 67

Pelham*** 80 66

Londonderry 77 66

Milford 74 66

Hollis-Brookline Cooperative**** 87 65

Goffstown 71 64

Hudson 73 63

Deerfield* 74 61

Nashua 71 61

Wilton* 66 59

Pembroke*** 75 57

Manchester 56 45

Souhegan Cooperative**** 74 44

*District has only elementary school
**District has only elementary school and middle school
***District has only elementary school and high school
****District has only middle school and high school
*****District has only high school




