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Worth the commute
Downtown London residences are 

known to be staggeringly expensive, but 
media blogger Sam Cookney calculated in 
October just how much. Cookney said he 
can live in an upscale apartment in Bar-
celona, Spain, and commute almost every 
workday to London (700 miles away) for 
less money than a modest central London 
rental. (Sixteen commuter days over four 
weeks a month would run, in pound-dollar 
equivalents: $2,420 for a West Hamp-
stead rental, $121 council tax, and $188 
transit travel card, totaling $2,730. Barce-
lona, in euro-dollar equivalents: $938 for 
a three-bedroom flat with three balconies 
near transit, no tax, $47 daily round-trip 
on Ryanair, $32 a day in airport transpor-
tation, totaling $2,202 — a savings of $528 
a month.) Plus, he said, sunny Barcelona is 
on the Mediterranean. (On the other hand, 
Cookney luckily can work on the plane, for 
each flight is two hours long.)

Can’t Possibly Be True
• Lawyers for Radu Dogaru, who is on 

trial in Romania for stealing masterpiec-
es last year from the Kunsthal museum 
in Rotterdam, Netherlands, said the heist 
was also the museum’s fault for having 
such unimaginably lax security and that 
if the museum did not admit that, Doga-
ru would sue. Museum officials said they 
had tracked some of the works to Dogaru’s 
mother, who is claiming ignorance, and the 
son’s lawyers hope to discount any insur-
ance-company judgments against her by 
spreading the blame.

• The online retailer Amazon.com main-
tains a side business of operating massive 
Internet-capacity “cloud” farms and con-
tracts out space to some of the world’s 
largest entities, including U.S. govern-
ment agencies. In a case brought to light 
in October by a U.S. Court of Claims rul-
ing, Amazon had won its bid against IBM 
for a cloud contract with the CIA, but had 
gone a step further by actually improving 
the CIA’s system and implementing a bet-
ter plan. In the bizarre world of government 
contracts, that created a “fairness” problem, 
as IBM argued that its rights were violated 
because the specified contract work was no 
longer exactly what was being done (i.e., 
the client’s work was being done better). 
IBM lodged a time-consuming protest, but 
later dropped the suit.

• Update: Perhaps thousands of Baghdad 
residents have been killed by bomb cou-
riers who had passed through supposedly 
secure checkpoints that were “equipped” 
with useless ADE-651 bomb “detectors,” 
but the devices were surely to be histo-
ry following the April fraud conviction of 
the British scam artist who made $75 mil-
lion selling them. (American officials had 

warned Iraqis for years that the ADE-651 
was basically a novelty golf-ball finder.) 
However, despite the debunking evidence 
brought out at trial, Iraqi police continue to 
use them, according to an October dispatch 
in London’s The Independent, with the 
September death toll at nearly 1,000 from 
bombers who passed through checkpoints, 
past silent ADE-651s. Even Prime Minister 
al-Maliki vouches that the ADE works “up 
to 60 percent” of the time.

Unclear on the concept
• In September, San Diego Superi-

or Court Judge Patricia Cookson, perhaps 
sensing an autumnal whiff of romance in 
the courthouse, agreed to perform the wed-
ding ceremony, in her courtroom, of Mr. 
Danne Desbrow and his fiancee, Desti-
ny — and even to serve the lucky couple 
homemade cake afterward. However, 
Judge Cookson did all of this immediately 
after sentencing Desbrow to a 53-year-to-
life term for first-degree murder and for 
threatening a witness.

• Many parents long for armed protection 
for their kids at school, but a few parents at 
Entz Elementary in Mesa, Ariz., have the 
opposite concern, demanding that local cop 
(and parent) Scott Urkov not wear his ser-
vice weapon, or uniform, when he drops his 
child off in the morning. The principal sid-
ed with the complaining parents (although 
at least one mother defended Urkov, albe-
it defining the issue primarily as “his right” 
to be in uniform as he heads off to work).

• The U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development has been delay-
ing a decision for months about whether 
to punish the Apache ASL Trails housing 

complex in Tempe, Ariz., for the sin of 
renting 85 percent of its units to the hear-
ing-impaired — for whom the facility was 
actually designed (equipped with com-
fort and safety features to serve the deaf). 
However, HUD has threatened to withhold 
federal funding because Apache is sus-
pected of illegally discriminating against 
the non-hearing-impaired (who under 
guidelines should, HUD believes, occu-
py three-fourths of Apache’s units). State 
officials and Arizona’s congressional del-
egation have voiced pride in Apache’s 
mission, but the HUD secretary’s indeci-
siveness has left Apache tenants in limbo, 
according to a September Arizona Repub-
lic report.

People with issues
Matched Pair: Prominent Los Angeles 

cosmetic surgeon David Matlock is himself 
a finely chiseled specimen of muscle and 
zero body fat, but he said that when patient 
“Veronica” came to him in 2007 for “vag-
inal rejuvenation” surgery, he instantly fell 
in love despite her somewhat-pudgy fig-
ure. He proposed marriage, she accepted, 
and with her consent, Dr. Matlock set out 
not only on the requested procedure but on 
what he called the “Wonder Woman Make-
over” -- diet, exercise, surgeries, suctions 
and injections, and by August 2013, report-
ed Huffington Post, the sculpted couple 
were competing in matching bodybuilding 
contests. (However, Veronica’s daugh-
ter Isabella, 9, is not on board, remarking, 
“Healthy food doesn’t taste good.”)
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Need some help to navigate the Hippo? 
Here is the contact information to ful�ll 

all your Hippo needs:

PRESS RELEASES
Send press releases (that include time, dates and 
location of the event plus contact information for the 
public and, if different, contact information for our 
reporters) to news@hippopress.com.

That is a general mail box. To reach reporters with 
�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�S�H�U��

�‡��Arts — Send information on exhibits, theatrical 
productions, classical music events, art and theater 
classes and auditions to Kelly Sennott at arts@
hippopress.com. You can also reach her by phone at 
625-1855 ext. 12.
�‡���%�R�R�N�V��— Send information on book-related events 
(including author events, book clubs, poetry events 
and more) to Kelly Sennott at arts@hippopress.com. 
Books submitted for review will not be returned. 
Books can be submitted for review or mention to 
Book Editor, The Hippo, 49 Hollis St., Manchester, 
NH, 03104. Books submitted will be considered for 
review but are not guaranteed review or mention.
�‡���)�R�R�G��— Send information about new
restaurants, new menus, new chefs, chef and 
restaurant awards, food events, wine tastings, 
beer and wine making, cook-offs and other food 
competitions to food@hippopress.com
�‡��Listings — Send information on events and classes 
�I�R�U���N�L�G�V�����F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���D�G�X�O�W�V�����¿�W�Q�H�V�V��
and health classes and events, local museum events 
and exhibits, volunteer needs and more to listings@
hippopress.com. Please send information intended 
for listings section at least two weeks before the 
publication date (Hippo publishes every Thursday) 
before the event. Please note that due to space 
constraints, not all listings run every week.
�‡��Music — Send information on upcoming live music 
performances, bands, new CD releases, comedy 
nights, DJs and karaoke nights, nightlife events and 
concert series to music@hippopress.com.
�‡��News — Send information about new businesses, 
political events and other items intended for the news 
section to jmucciarone@hippopress.com. You can 
also reach him at 625-1855 ext. 36.

Not sure who to send it to? You can also contact editor 
Amy Diaz at adiaz@hippopress.com or call 625-1855 
ext. 29.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send letters to the editor to news@hippopress.com.
Include your name, address and phone number for
�Y�H�U�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����/�H�W�W�H�U�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���H�G�L�W�H�G���I�R�U���V�L�]�H���D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O
appear in our occasional comments section.

GENERAL SUBMISSIONS
The Hippo does not accept unsolicited articles,
photos, illustrations or guest columns for
publication. Submissions will not be returned or
acknowledged.

DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENTS
Contact Charlene Cesarini at 625-1855 ext. 26 or
at ccesarini@hippopress.com or Jody Reese at
625-1855 ext. 21 or at jreese@hippopress.com for
information on placing a display advertisement.
The space reservation deadline is Friday at
noon. The ad materials deadline is Monday at noon. 
Contact your ad rep or Charlene Cesarini for
more information.

LINE CLASSIFIED ADS
�&�R�Q�W�D�F�W���R�X�U���F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�H�G���D�G���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���D�W
�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�H�G�V�#�K�L�S�S�R�S�U�H�V�V���F�R�P���R�U���������������������H�[�W����������
�7�K�H���G�H�D�G�O�L�Q�H���I�R�U���F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�H�G�V���L�V���0�R�Q�G�D�\���D�W���Q�R�R�Q��
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Try Our New Menu!  Daily Homemade Specials & Made-From-Scratch Soups!Try Our New Menu!  Daily Homemade Specials & Made-From-Scratch Soups!Try Our New Menu!  Daily Homemade Specials & Made-From-Scratch Soups!Try Our New Menu!  Daily Homemade Specials & Made-From-Scratch Soups!

Join Us for a Fantastic Dinner 
and Stay for Live Music!

Happy Hour 
Specials 

Mon–Fri  
4pm–6pm

Open Mic Blues Jam
Fridays 7-11pmFridays 7-11pm

Acoustic Jam

Bob Pratt
Contemporary Rock • Saturday Nov. 16th
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Open Mic Blues Jam
Sundays 3-7pm

Try Our New Menu!  Daily Homemade Specials & Made-From-Scratch Soups!Try Our New Menu!  Daily Homemade Specials & Made-From-Scratch Soups!

and Stay for Live Music!

Happy Hour Happy Hour 
Specials 

Mon–Fri  
4pm–6pm

Contemporary Rock • Saturday Nov. 16th

Sundays 3-7pm

Sunday Breakfast Sunday Breakfast Sunday Breakfast Sunday Breakfast 
9am-Noon
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ON SALE NOW 
603-668-5588              
palacetheatre.org
VIP tickets:  www.cfsnh.org

and special guest,

Award winning concerts to help fund life-
changing services to local children and families

Fri. Nov. 22, 7:30pm
Palace Theatre

Where high-octane rock 
meets hot Latin soul

and special guest,and special guest,
deSoL 
Entrain
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www.cfsnh.org
www.villagetrestle.com
www.tupelohall.com
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www.chasingourtails.com

